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The Endeavour factory in Clearwater, Florida

For those who believe in “Buy
American, help your own country before
you help others” thereisnoneed to go
to the other side of the world in
search of a great, well-designed and
well-built cruising power catama-
ran.

Flyinginto Tampa, Floridais easy
and inexpensive from almost any
other airport, and then it’s just a
short drive to the Endeavour fac-
tory, or... you could fly to St. Peters-
burg/Clearwater airport and walk
across the street. That's abitmoreex-
pensive.

WhileIwas there visiting in early
November, a couple just drove in
from Coloradowith theirdogand all
their cruising gear, ready to take
delivery of theirbrand-new home on
the water: Colorado Cat. Gm‘md—b_\-'e
snowy mountains and icy streets;
palm trees and balmy nights here we
come!

The trawler was tied to the dock
but workmen were still drilling
holes, installing antennas and elec-
tronics on the hardtop that could not
be done atthe factory because of the
low bridge clearances between the
plant and the launching site.

“Can we sleep aboard tonight?”
— was the wife’s excited question.
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“Sure, if you don’t mind the cables
and the tools all around you, I don’t
think we can finish it today,” was the
foreman'’s cheerful reply.

Moving aboard commenced im-
mediately.

The plant used to house anumber
of businesses and boat builders. At
one time the Victory and the Manta
catamarans were built there, but as
Endeavour grew and became more
and more popular, every inch was
needed for production. The factory
hasmany differentshops: besides the
gl ayup, assembly and finishing
departments, there is the woodwork-
ing shop where all the furniture is

made, the Formica laminating shop,
the upholstery shop for sofas, chairs
and cushions, the metalworking
shop, the parts department, and so
on.

Outside, in the vard between the

twobuildings, thereisa conventional
travel lift that had to be widened by
cutting the main beam in half and
welding alength of steel plate oneach
side in order to accommodate the
wide beam of the catamarans.

Left: cockpit grill, cooler and fish clean-

ing/food preparation countertop






